Young
Americans

The fast times of Laura Davis-Chanin,
the teenage punk drummer whoran
with Blondie and Bowie...

‘ ‘ HONESTLY, wewerea
little too young for that
freedom,” declares

Laura Davis-Chanin in the intro to

The Girl In The Back, her new

memoir of the thrilling, chaotic life

shelived for three years from 1978 as
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the drummer with New York new
wavers Student Teachers, aband
shejoined aged just 16.

The Girl In The Backis a pacy and
vivid account, featuring many of the
era’s main players: boyfriend Jimmy
Destri of Blondie, with whom she
co-wrote “Slow Motion” and
“Angels On The Balcony™;
Debbie Harry and Chris Stein;
supporter and friend David

Student Teachers:
drummer LauraDavis-
Chanin (second, right),
andinset, below

Davis-Chanin has chosen to write
the book as she lived it, without the
benefit of hindsight, to maintain the
sense of wonder and exhilaration.
Yet clearly the taleis also one of a
teenager at risk, since her single-
parent father (the art critic of
Newsweek) was largely absent and
her relationship with Destri was
abusive. “It was a different time, not
justin the way people parented, but
also historically,” she says. “We
were coming out of the ’50s, where
we had a family existence and then
we moved into the ’60s, where there
was alot of political upheaval; when
we got to the *7os, we were living in
downtown Manhattan, quitea
revolutionary place. It was weird to

INSTANT KARMA

]
“Downtown
Manhattan was
arevolutionary
place. It was weird
(ogrowupin

that world”

LAURA DAVIS-CHANIN

thereality, so to a point, nothing
registered. Also, when you’re
involved in alot of drugs and
alcohol, your sense of reality
has shifted.”

After the double blow of being
fired from Student Teachers (“very
sad, but we’re reconnected now”)
and then receiving her diagnosis,
Davis-Chanin went on to qualify as
alawyer, a switch encouraged by
Bowie over dinner one evening,
after she and Destri had seen him
performin The Elephant Man. “He
was saying, ‘Youdon’t have to be
inrock’n’roll. You don’t have to be
here.’ It was critical for me, because
here’s thisicon of musicand a
phenomenal human being granting
me permission to do whatIwant to
do, whichisnot be in rock’n’roll.”

Yet 40 years later, Davis-Chanin
hasbeen drawn back. As well as her
own memoir, she is co-writing the
autobiography of flamboyant music
mogul Michael Alago. If she could
rewind to 1978, would she do it all
again? “Probably, even though with
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